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Economic Well-Being
2022 KIDS COUNT Ranking: 32nd 





Children in Oklahoma are more likely to 
experience poverty than the rest of the U.S.

Source: 2022 KIDS COUNT

https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2022kidscountdatabook-2022.pdf


And racial disparities in child poverty 
exist across all races

Source: 2020 KIDS COUNT

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/bar/9230-children-living-in-poverty-by-race?loc=38&loct=2#2/any/false/37/10,172,133,12,188,2579,185,6850/18285


Oklahoma has yet to raise the 
minimum wage - and this matters

Oklahoma’s minimum wage is still 
$7.25. 

Since 2014, Oklahoma has prohibited 
towns and municipalities from raising 
their own minimum wage. 

Despite being a low-cost state, the 
living wage for a single adult in OK is 
$15.75. This increases to $30.94 for 
an adult with one child. 



Who are Oklahoma’s minimum-wage 
earners? 
- One-third of Oklahoma’s workforce

are minimum- and near-minimum 
wage earners. 

- 63% of minimum wage jobs are held 
by women. 

- A Black worker is 50% more likely, 
and a Hispanic worker 40% more 
likely, to make minimum wage or less 
than a white worker in Oklahoma. 

The majority of minimum 
wage earners in OK are 25+

Source: Oklahoma Policy Institute, The State of Work in Oklahoma: Valuing Work, 2020

https://okpolicy.org/the-state-of-work-in-oklahoma-valuing-work-part-2-of-3/


• Raise the minimum wage
• or at the least get rid of existing preemption laws that 

prevent cities and municipalities exerting local control

• Provide more working Oklahoma families with more tax relief 
in order to get them more of their hard-earned income back.

• Strengthen and expand the Sales Tax Relief Credit 
• Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit and tie it back to 

the federal credit, so that it can automatically be adjusted 
for inflation

State Policy Solutions



Family and Community 
2022 KIDS COUNT Ranking: 41st





Oklahoma children’s environment limits 
their opportunities for development 

Children ages 0-17 with access to 
a park or playground; recreation 
center, community center or boys' 
and girls' club; library or 
bookmobile; and sidewalks or 
walking paths

15% 

39%

Oklahoma

United States

Source: National Survey of Children's Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB) 2019-2020

Oklahoma ranks 
second lowest in 

the United States for 
neighborhood 

amenities.



Oklahoma children have 
disproportionately high ACE scores

Parent or guardian served time in jail12% 
U.S.

OK Parent or guardian divorced or 
separated 

Hard to cover basics like food or 
housing somewhat or very often

8%

29% 

32% 
25% 

Source: Child Trends (2018). The prevalence of adverse childhood experiences, nationally, my by state, and by race or ethnicity

25% 

U.S.

U.S.

OK

OK

https://www.childtrends.org/publications/prevalence-adverse-childhood-experiences-nationally-state-race-ethnicity


Oklahoma children experience maltreatment at 
one of the highest rates in the U.S.

Source: 2019 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Child Maltreatment Rate per 1,000 Children

https://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov/cwodatasite/childrenReports/index


• Invest in affordable and reliable public transportation to connect 
families that are overburdened and underserved to jobs and 
essential services like grocery stores and medical care.

• Use data to inform where government should locate resources 
such as libraries, job training programs, and other services that 
can help mitigate any harmful impacts of living in a high-poverty 
neighborhood.

• Expand access to evidence-based parenting classes and home 
visiting services that can help prevent maltreatment

State Policy Solutions



Health
2022 KIDS COUNT Ranking: 42nd





Oklahoma children and their 
families lack health insurance at 
higher rates than the rest of the 
U.S.

Source: 2022 KIDS COUNT

One in four 
Oklahoma children 
have a parent 
without health 
insurance. 

https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2022kidscountdatabook-2022.pdf


Oklahoma children start off behind their peers in 
other states due lack of prenatal care

Source: KIDS COUNT

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/line/11-births-to-women-receiving-late-or-no-prenatal-care?loc=38&loct=2#2/38/true/574,1729,37,871,870,573,869,36,868,867/asc/any/266


Limited pregnancy and postpartum 
coverage impacts health outcomes

In 2020, 51% of all 
births in Oklahoma 
were covered by 
Medicaid, but this 
coverage is limited.

30% 

72%

Oklahoma

United States

% of women covered by Medicaid 
who had a timely postpartum visit

Source: 2020 March of Dimes; FFY20 Medicaid.Gov

https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/data?reg=99&top=11&stop=154&lev=1&slev=4&obj=1&sreg=40
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-overviews/scorecard/postpartum-care/index.html


Oklahoma has one of the highest rates for infant 
mortality and significant racial disparities 
persist

Source:2021 State of Babies Yearbook; 2021 Health of Women and Children Report 

Oklahoma has the 
fourth-highest 
infant mortality rate 
in the U.S.

https://stateofbabies.org/national/2021/
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/api/v1/render/pdf/%2Fcharts%2Fstate-page-extended%2Freport%2F2021-health-of-women-and-children%2Fstate%2FOK/as/AHR-2021-health-of-women-and-children-OK-full.pdf?params=mode%3Dfull


Chronic absenteeism hinders students’ current 
and future academic success

One in four Oklahoma 
fourth graders are 
chronically absent from 
school.

Source: KIDS COUNT, 2019

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/8816-fourth-graders-who-are-chronically-absent-from-school?loc=38&loct=2#detailed/2/38/false/1729,871,573,36,867,38,18,16,14/any/17670


Oklahoma children have increased 
mental health needs

1 in 4 Oklahoma children 
have one or more 
emotional, behavioral, or 
developmental conditions.

Risk factors: 
• Genetics
• Toxin exposure
• Trauma
• Abuse
• Other adverse 

childhood 
experiences

Source: KIDS COUNT, 2021; 2022 KIDS COUNT

Between 2016-2020 children in Oklahoma experiencing anxiety or 
depression increased by 15%.

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10668-children-who-have-one-or-more-emotional-behavioral-or-developmental-conditions?loc=38&loct=2#detailed/2/38/false/1696,1648/any/20457,20456
https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2022kidscountdatabook-2022.pdf


Oklahoma youth are in crisis

Suicide is the number one 
leading cause of death for 

young people in Oklahoma 
ages 10-24 

Oklahoma youth suicide rate has 
increased 103% since 2007, 
compared to a 42% increase 
nationally. 

Oklahoma is ranked 10th highest in 
the nation for youth suicide death 
rates.
. 
In the past five years in Oklahoma, 
the number of youth attempted and 
completed suicides equal 38 Division 
I college football teams.

Source: OSDH Youth and Young Adult Suicide Report 2020

If you or a friend are struggling and need help, 
please do not hesitate to call the Youth Crisis 

Mobile Response Line at 1-833-885-CARE

https://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/Youth_And_Young_Adult_Suicide_Report_Oklahoma_2020.pdf


• Protect Medicaid expansion for adults and make it easier for 
all eligible Oklahomans to enroll and stay enrolled

• Continue expanding pregnancy and postpartum coverage

• Provide 12 months of continuous health insurance for children 
covered under Medicaid 

• Expand access to paid family medical leave 

State Policy Solutions



Education
2022 KIDS COUNT Ranking: 45th 





Parents in Oklahoma need options for 
child care 

Source: Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral Agency, FY21



Child care is inaccessible for too many and 
doesn’t meet the needs of parents 

2016 2021

3,348 2,835

Number of Licensed Child Care Facilities
In Oklahoma

Number of Licensed Child Care Slots
In Oklahoma

2016 2021

124,200 113,360

18% decrease

9% decrease

Source: Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral Agency, FY21



Early childhood providers’ working conditions 
impacts their health and well-being 

Source:Kwon, Ford, Salvatore, et al, 2020

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/3912-early-childhood-teachers-well-being-what-we-know-and-why-we-should-care


Child care is inaccessible for too many and 
doesn’t meet the needs of parents 

Source: 2014-2018 American Community Survey Data

https://childcaredeserts.org/


The cost of child care is high for all ages, 
but even higher for younger children:

$1,035

Median weekly 
household income in 

Oklahoma
Weekly Cost of Child Care 

in Oklahoma 

Under 1

1 Year

2 Years

3 Years

4 Years

$150.82

$139.95

$132.10

$124.30

$119.19

Source: Oklahoma Child Care Resource and 
Referral, FY21 

Source: U.S. Census, 2020.

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/OK/INC110220


Child care is inaccessible for too many and 
doesn’t meet the needs of parents 

One in ten Oklahoma mothers 
reported they or someone in 
their family had to quit a job, not 
take a job, or greatly change a 
job because of problems with 
child care.

Source: Oklahoma State Department of Health (2016). Oklahoma Toddlers: Child Care Arrangements and Costs. 

https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/health/health2/documents/tots-brief-child-care-arrangements-2016.pdf


Current Educational Outcomes in 
Oklahoma 

Approximately 3 in 
4 fourth-graders in 
Oklahoma are not 

proficient in reading

Approximately 3 in 
4 eighth-graders in 
Oklahoma are not 
proficient in math

Source: 2021 KIDS COUNT Data Book 

https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2021kidscountdatabook-2021.pdf


Now let’s add some context…

Source: 2022 KIDS COUNT Data Book 

https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2022kidscountdatabook-2022.pdf


State funding for education hasn’t kept up 
with inflation and population growth. 

Oklahoma Public School State Aid Formula Funding, FY08-FY22

Source:Oklahoma Policy Institute, FY 2022 Budget Highlights

https://okpolicy.org/fy-2022-budget-highlights/:%7E:text=Spending%20for%20all%20education%20agencies,%243.16%20billion%20(Figure%206).


On top of that, ALL state funding hasn’t 
kept up

State Appropriations FY00-FY22 Adjusted for Inflation and Population Growth 

Source: Oklahoma Policy Institute, FY 2022 Budget Highlights

https://okpolicy.org/fy-2022-budget-highlights/:%7E:text=Spending%20for%20all%20education%20agencies,%243.16%20billion%20(Figure%206).


• Permanently raise the reimbursement rate for child care 
providers accepting OKDHS subsidy- currently at 60.3% of the 
true cost of care. 

• Continue to decrease out-of-pocket costs for low-income 
families accessing child care. 

• Move from attendance-based to enrollment-based subsidy 
reimbursement for child care providers.

Policy Solutions



• Continue fully funding public education in Oklahoma. 

• Continue fully funding all core services in Oklahoma so that 
all families and children can thrive inside and outside the 
classroom. 

• Investing directly in our teachers by raising pay to the 
national average and indexing it to inflation

• Provide adequate mental health services and school 
counselors for our children. 

State Policy Solutions



Child well-being is complex and depends 
on the success of the whole family and 
multiple government systems. 

But by investing in families, we’re 
developing happy, healthy, productive 

adults who grow into loving parents, 
setting our state and families up for 

generations of success.



okpolicy.org/KIDS-COUNT



okpolicy.org/KIDS-COUNT



Questions? 
Gabrielle Jacobi

Child Well-Being Policy Analyst
gjacobi@okpolicy.org



























Adult and Family Services 

We are engaging Oklahomans to increase hope 
and connect them with resources, beyond their 
request for benefits, so they are empowered to 
create pathways to gain self-sufficiency and 
economic independence.



T A N F  P U R P O S E  A N D  G O A L S  

1. Provide assistance to needy families;
2. End dependency of needy parents by 

promoting job preparation, work and 
marriage;

3. Prevent and reduce out-of-wedlock 
pregnancies; and

4. Encourage the formation and 
maintenance of two parent families.

T A N F
T e m p o r a r y  
A s s i s t a n c e  
f o r  N e e d y  
F a m i l i e s



Work Services



As of 6/9/22
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Family Services 





F a m i l y  S t a b i l i t y  S e r v i c e s

T A N F  +  T I S
Purpose 4: Encouraging the formation and 
maintenance of two parent families.

Enhance healthy 
choices for future 
relationships

Promote great 
parenting skills

Promote parental 
involvement in the 
lives of children

Promote healthy 
starts during the 
prenatal period, birth 
and post-partum

Promote healthy 
family interactions

Multi-generational 
programs promoting 
family stability and 
healthy relationships



T A N F  I N V E S T M E N T  S T R A T E G Y

O U R  P A R T N E R S
Cohort partners are doing great work!

Tulsa Community 
Foundation 
Birth Equity Initiative 

Tulsa Community 
Foundation
Strong Tomorrows

Remerge
Strengthening Families

Parent Promise 
Healthy Families 
America

Parent Promise  
Exchange Parent Aide

NorthCare
Safecare:  Rural

NorthCare
Safecare: OKC

Lilyfield
Bright Futures: Tulsa

Lilyfield
Bright Futures: OKC

It’s My Community 
Initiative
TRUE Dads

Family & Children’s 
Services 
Parenting in Jail: Tulsa

Family & Children’s 
Services 
Safecare Expansion: 
Tulsa

Family & Children’s 
Services
Safecare Expansion: 
Rural 

Community Crisis 
Center of NE OK
Family Stability Staff 
Positions

Center for Children & 
Families 
Strengthening Families

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9y8UUhiaWoMpPCNUAIzcZChhj3zNXzj6



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysbsEOqWcXA&list=PL9y8UUhiaWoMpPCNUAIzcZChhj3zNXzj6&index=9



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L8--V6QnjU&list=PL9y8UUhiaWoMpPCNUAIzcZChhj3zNXzj6&index=3



Grow together as a family
Family Expectations is a free program to help parents prepare for their new baby, strengthen their 
relationship with the co-parent; and connect them with job opportunities to better provide for their family.

Parents can join if they are 18 years or older and pregnant or just had a baby in the last 3 months. Currently 
available to parents in Oklahoma County and surrounding counties. 



Wellspring offers free weekend events that 
bring Oklahomans together – around 
common life experiences – in a safe and 
welcoming environment that inspires 
community support, personal growth 
and hope.



T A N F  C o h o r t  2  – Y o u t h  S u p p o r t s

Youth Support programs that can receive this funding often look 
like structured out-of-school time programs, used as a means of 
preventing high-risk behavior from youth who might not have a 
safe afterschool environment. 

Improve success in educational outcomes
Enhance healthy choices for future relationships
Promote healthy family interactions
Multi-generational programs promoting family stability and 
healthy relationships



T A N F  – F a t h e r h o o d  S e r v i c e s

Fatherhood programs will provide high quality father-specific 
services to low-income families. We aim to accomplish the 
following goals:

Increase fathers’ parenting knowledge and skills
Enhance fathers’ relationship skills and co-parenting relationship 
quality, and
Improve economic stability for fathers and families



Children win when parents work together, have solid jobs and good relationships. 
TRUE Dads is a free program that helps parents bring their “A” game so their kids 
have a brighter future! Currently available in Oklahoma and surrounding counties. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMk7tCyPmbs&list=PL9y8UUhiaWoMpPCNUAIzcZChhj3zNXzj6&index=10



Deborah G. Smith, MSW
Adult and Family Services 

Director  



Lorri Essary, M.Ed.
Family Support & Prevention Services Director



Deborah Shropshire, MD
Child Welfare Services Director



THANK YOU
We look forward to our continued collaboration with you in developing a child and family well-being network! 

 Family Support and Prevention 
Service https://oklahoma.gov/health/fsps.html

 Family First Prevention Services Act 
https://oklahoma.gov/okdhs/services/cws/ffpsa.html

 ourOKDHS
https://www.ourokdhs.org/s/

STAY CONNECTEDSAVE THE DATE 
 Friday, April 7th, 2023

In person @ OU-DHS Training Center, 
617 W. Rock Creek Rd, Norman, OK

 Thursday, October 12th, 2023
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